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Reaffirming all previous resolutions on the rights of the @lof the Commission on
Human Rights and of the General Assembly, the mezsint of which are Commission
resolution 2005/44 of 18 April 2005 and Assemblsalation 62/141 of 18 December 2007,

Welcoming the reports of the Secretary-General on the stdttiee Convention on the
Rights of the Child,on the follow-up to the special session of the éahAssembly on
childrerf of 15 August 2007 and on the girl cHilof 24August 2007, as well as the Declaration
of the commemorative high-level plenary meetingades to the follow-up to the outcome of the

special session on children, held on 11 and 12 ibbee 2007

Welcoming also the report to the General Assembly of the indepahdxpert for the
United Nations study on violence against childtéis report on the first year of follow-up to the
study and the establishment by the General Assemblyeofrtandate of the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General on violagednst children, as a high-profile and
independent global advocate to promote the premerind elimination of all forms of violence
against children in all regions, in accordance wWaglresolution 62/141,

Recognizing in this regard the contribution of the Internaib@riminal Court as a way to
prevent violations of human rights and humanital@am in particular when children are victims
of serious crimes, including the crime of genocenes against humanity and war crimes, and
to bring perpetrators of such crimes to justicel aot to grant amnesties for these crimes and to

strengthen international cooperation towards tresgof ending impunity,

1 A/62/182.
2 A62/259.
3 AI62/297.
* General Assembly resolution 62/88.
> A/61/299.
® A/62/209.



A/HRC/7/L.34
page 3
Wel coming the reports of the Special Representative fodo#il and armed conflicand

the report of the Special Rapporteur on the satshibdiren, child prostitution and child
pornography’

Welcoming also the work of the Committee on the Rights of thel@€hind taking note
of the issuance of its general comments Nos. 678i2005), Nos. 8 and 9 (2006) and
No. 10 (2007),

Profoundly concerned that the situation of children in many parts @& thorld remains

critical and convinced that urgent and effectivearal and international action is called for,

Mindful that regional instruments can strengthen but reatken the norms of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child,

Reaffirming the importance of the family as a basic unit alisty and that as such should
be strengthened; that it is entitled to receive p@hensive protection and support; that the
primary responsibility for the protection, upbringiand development of children rests with the
family; that all institutions of society should pest children’s rights and secure their well-being
and render appropriate assistance to parents,iéafiggal guardians and other caregivers so
that children can grow and develop in a safe aalstenvironment and in an atmosphere of
happiness, love and understanding, bearing in mhiatgl in different cultural, social and political

systems, various forms of family exist,

Underlining the need for mainstreaming a gender perspectideeaognizing the child as

a rights holder, in all policies and programmeatie to children,

Concerned that, in conflict situations, children continuelte deliberate targets of attacks
or the use of force, including indiscriminate amdessive use of force with consequences,

which are often irreversible for their physical ardotional integrity,

" AI62/228.

8 A/HRC/7/8.
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Recognizing that environmental damage has potentially negatfexts on children and

their enjoyment of their life, health and a sat$éay standard of living,

Taking note with appreciation of the attention paid to children in the Conventam the
Rights of Persons with Disabilitttand in the International Convention for the Proeecof All
Persons from Enforced Disappearatfce,

l. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS
OF THE CHILD AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS

1. Reaffirmsthat the general principles of, inter alia, thetbeterests of the child,
non-discrimination, participation and survival asel’elopment provide the framework for all

actions concerning children, including adolescents;

2. Acknowledges that the Convention on the Rights of the CHild the most
universally ratified human rights treaty, and urges States that have not yet done so to become
parties to the Convention and the Optional Pro®tutretd’ as a matter of priority and,
concerned at the great number of reservationset@€tnvention, urges States parties to withdraw
reservations incompatible with the object and psepaf the Convention and its Optional
Protocols and to consider reviewing regularly otteservations with a view to withdrawing

them;

3. Callsupon States parties to implement the Convention an@jiisonal Protocols
fully and in accordance with the best interestthefchild by, inter alia, putting in place effeaiv
national legislation, policies and action plansg] smcomply in a timely manner with their

reporting obligations under the Convention and@p#ional Protocols thereto, in accordance

® General Assembly resolution 61/106, annex.
19 General Assembly resolution 61/177, annex.
1 United NationsTreaty Series, vol. 1577, No. 27531.

12 1bid., vol. 2171, No. 27531; and ibid., vol. 21 &. 27531.
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with the guidelines elaborated by the Committeayelt as to take into account the
recommendations made by the Committee in the imgheation of the provisions of the

Convention;

4. Also callsupon States parties to designate, establish or strenggievant
governmental structures for children, including.endappropriate, ministers in charge of child
issues and independent ombudspersons for childnehto ensure adequate and systematic

training in the rights of the child for professibgaoups working with and for children;

5.  Encourages States to strengthen their national statisticpcdies, particularly in the
area of juvenile justice and on children in det@mtiand, as far as possible, to use statistics
disaggregated by, inter alia, age, sex and otlevapt factors that may lead to disparities, and
other statistical indicators at the national, sglmeal, regional and international levels to
develop and assess social policies and programoniiasiseconomic and social resources are

used efficiently and effectively for the full rezdition of the rights of the child;

II. MAINSTREAMING OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

6. Affirmsits commitment to effectively integrate the rigbtghe child in its work and
that of its mechanisms in a regular, systematicteartsparent manner, taking into account
specific needs of boys and girls;

7. Decidesto incorporate into its programme of work suffitiéime, at a minimum an
annual meeting, to discuss different specific thremethe rights of the child, including the
identification of challenges in the realizationtloé rights of the child, as well as measures and
best practices that can be adopted by States aArdsibkeholders, and to assess the effective
integration of the rights of the child in its woldeginning in 2009;

8. Urgesall stakeholders to take into full account theéntsgof the child in the universal
periodic review, including in the preparation oformation submitted for the review and during

its dialogue, outcome and follow-up;

9. Reguests special procedures and other human rights meaharo$ the Council to
integrate the rights of the child into the implenaion of their mandates and to include in their

reports information on and qualitative analysiglofd rights;
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10. Encourages all human rights treaty bodies to integrate tlgats of the child into
their work, in particular, in their concluding olpgations, general comments and

recommendations;

lll. PROTECTING AND PROMOTING THE RIGHTS OF THE GQED
AND NON-DISCRIMINATION AGAINST CHILDREN, INCLUDING
CHILDREN IN DIFFICULT SITUATIONS

Non-discrimination

11. Callsupon all States to ensure that children are entitletthédr civil, cultural,
economic, political and social rights without disgnation of any kind;

12. Noteswith concern the large number of children, particularly giliglonging to
national, ethnic, religious and linguistic mincggj migrant children, refugee children, internally
displaced children and children of indigenous origmong the victims of racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intoleramstessses the need to incorporate special
measures, in accordance with the principle of ¢t mterests of the child and respect for his or
her views, and the child’s gender-specific needgducation programmes and programmes to
combat these practices, and calls upon State®tader special support and ensure equal access

to services for those children;

Freedom from violence

13. Deeply concerned by the horrific scale and impact of all forms adlence against
children, in all regions, in their homes and fagsliin schools, care and justice systems,

workplaces and in communities, and urges States:

(@ To take effective and appropriate legislativd ather measures or, where they exist,
strengthen legislation to prohibit and eliminatef@ms of violence against children, in all

settings;

(b) To take all appropriate measures to prevermt tamprotect children from, torture and
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment anch fati forms of violence as a matter of

urgency, including physical, mental and sexualenck, child abuse and exploitation, domestic
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violence and neglect, and abuse by the policef ddlaeenforcement authorities and employees
and officials in detention centres or welfare ingtons, including orphanages, giving priority to
the gender dimension and to address its underbanges through a systematic and

comprehensive approach;

(c) To take appropriate measures to assert the ofgtttildren to respect for their human
dignity and physical integrity and to prohibit agldminate any emotional or physical violence or

any other humiliating or degrading treatment;

(d) To take measures to eliminate the use of colpar@shment in schools and to take
urgent measures to protect students from violeheaykind, injury or abuse, including sexual
abuse, intimidation or maltreatment in schoolgdtablish complaint mechanisms that are
age-appropriate and accessible to children anddentake thorough and prompt investigations

of all acts of violence and discrimination;

(e) To take measures to change attitudes that cendionormalize any form of violence
against children, including cruel, inhuman or delgrg forms of discipline, harmful traditional

practices and all forms of sexual violence;

(H  To end impunity for perpetrators of crimes agathildren, and to investigate and
prosecute such acts of violence and impose apjpteguenalties, recognizing that persons
convicted of violent offences against childrenJuiicng sexual abuse of children, should be able
to work with children only after adequate natiosaleguards have been used to determine that

they do not pose a risk of harm to children;

14. Requeststhe Secretary General to take urgent action ore@éAssembly
resolution 62/141 and to appoint at the highessibtes level and without delay a Special
Representative on violence against children amdgort on progress made to the Council at its

eighth session;

Identity, family relations and birth registration

15. Urgesall States parties to intensify their efforts torply with their obligations
under the Convention on the Rights of the Chilgreserve the child’s identity, including
nationality, name and family relations, as recogdiby law, to allow for the registration of the
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child immediately after birth, irrespective of lsf status, to ensure that registration procedures
are simple, expeditious and effective and proviled of charge, and to raise awareness of the

importance of birth registration at the nationafjional and local levels;

16. Callsupon States to take necessary measures to prevenvanshtillegal adoptions
and all adoptions that are not in the best inteyeste child, by establishing policy, legislation
and effective supervision for the protection ofidten involved in national and intercountry

adoptions, bearing in mind the best interest ofcthit;

17. Also callsupon States to address cases of international abduatiohildren, bearing
in mind that the best interest of the child shalldoprimary consideration, and encourages States
to engage in multilateral and bilateral cooperatmensure, inter alia, the return of the child to
the country where he or she resided immediatelgreakemoval or retention and, in this respect,
to pay particular attention to cases of internai@bduction of children by one of their parents

or other relatives;

18. Further callsupon States to guarantee, to the extent consistentthgtiobligations
of each State, the right of a child whose parezggle in different States to maintain, on a
regular basis, save in exceptional circumstanaspopal relations and direct contact with both
parents by providing enforceable means of accesdwiaitation in both States and by respecting
the principle that both parents have common respihitiss for the upbringing and development

of their children;

19. Reaffirmsthe findings of the General Assembly in paragraplof its
resolution 62/141 and the importance of promotipgrapriate parental care and family
preservation where possible, and encourages $tate®pt and enforce laws and improve the
implementation of policies and programmes to ptatbddren growing up without parents or
caregivers; where alternative care is necessacysida-making should be in the best interests of
the child, in full consultation with the child ahés/her legal guardians, and in this context,
encourages the advancement of the draft UnitecbN&tjuidelines for the appropriate use and
conditions of alternative care for children; funtlatention should be given to these guidelines

by the Council at its eighth session;
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Eradication of poverty

20. Callsupon States and the international community to coopegatpport and
participate in the global efforts for poverty ei@tion at the global, regional and country levels,
to intensify efforts so that all development andgxty reduction goals, as set out in the
United Nations Millennium Declaratioli,are realized within their time framework, and
reaffirms that investments in children and theieaion of their rights contribute to their social

and economic development, and are among the nfestieé ways to eradicate poverty;

Right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable sindard of health

21. Callsupon all States:

(@ To take all necessary measures to ensure thieaighe child to the enjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of physical and mémalth and to develop sustainable health
systems and social services, to ensure accesshegstems and services without
discrimination, paying particular attention to adatg food and nutrition to prevent disease and
malnutrition, to access to safe drinking water saditation, to prenatal and post-natal health
care, to the special needs of adolescents, todaptive and sexual health and to threats from

substance abuse and violence;

(b) To address, as a matter of priority, the vulniiteds faced by children affected by
and living with HIV by providing support and rehhbiaition to those children, their families and
caregivers, by promoting child-oriented HIV/AIDSIlpges and programmes, increased
protection for children orphaned and affected by Hind by involving children, their caregivers
and the private sector, to ensure access to afitedad effective prevention, care and
treatment, including through correct informatioog@ss to voluntary and confidential testing,
reproductive health care and education, accessaonaceutical products and medical
technologies, by intensifying efforts to developvteeatments for children and prioritizing
prevention of mother-to-child transmission of this, and by building, where needed, and

supporting social security systems to protect them;

13 See General Assembly resolution 55/2.
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Right to education
22. Callsupon all States:

(@ To recognize the right to education on the bakeqgual opportunity and
non-discrimination by making primary education &fale, free and compulsory for all children,
by ensuring that all children, particularly girthildren in need of special protection, children
with disabilities, indigenous children, childrendieging to minorities and children of different
ethnic origins, internally displaced and refugeiddcan and children living in conflict-affected
areas and countries and children affected andgiwith HIVV/AIDS have access to good quality
education, as well as making secondary educatinarghy available and accessible for all, in
particular by the progressive introduction of fegkication, bearing in mind that special
measures to ensure equal access, including affirenattion, contribute to achieving equal

opportunity and combating exclusion;

(b) To design and implement programmes to providéeaseervices to and support for
pregnant adolescents and adolescent mothers,tioydar to enable them to continue and

complete their education;

(¢) To ensure that children, from an early age, hiefrein education programmes,
materials and activities that develop respect ton&n rights and fully reflect the values of

peace, non-violence against oneself and otheesatote and gender equality;

(d) To enable children, including adolescents, ta&sge their right to express their
views freely, the views of the child being giveredueight in accordance with age and maturity
of the child;

The girl child

23. Callsupon all States to take all necessary measures, imgudpal reforms where

appropriate:
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(@ To ensure the full and equal enjoyment by giflalbhuman rights and fundamental
freedoms, to take effective actions against viofaiof those rights and freedoms, and to base
programmes and policies on the rights of the cl@kling into account the special situation of

girls;

(b) To eliminate all forms of discrimination and \@olce against girls, including female
infanticide and prenatal sex selection, rape, deadmase and harmful traditional or customary
practices, including female genital mutilation, swaference, marriages without free and full
consent of the intending spouses, early marriagégaaced marriages and forced sterilization,
including addressing their root causes, by ena@nmyenforcing legislation and, where
appropriate, formulating comprehensive, multidiBogry and coordinated national plans,

programmes or strategies protecting girls;
Children with disabilities

24. Recognizes that children with disabilities should have fuljeyment of all human
rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal bathsother children, and recalls the
obligations to that end undertaken by the Statesegao the Convention on the Rights of the
Child;

25. Callsupon all States to:

(@ Take all necessary measures to ensure the flilkgnal enjoyment of all human
rights and fundamental freedoms by children wisadilities, in both the public and private
spheres, including by incorporating a child-righégspective that includes children with
disabilities into policies and programmes for cheltl taking into account the particular situation
of children with disabilities who may be subjecthtaltiple or aggravated forms of

discrimination, including girls with disabilitiesd children with disabilities living in poverty;

(b) To ensure the dignity of children with disabé#i to promote their self-reliance and
to facilitate their full and active participation@inclusion in the community, including by
ensuring access to good-quality inclusive educatimhhealth, and to enact and enforce
legislation protecting children with disabilitiegaanst all forms of discrimination, exploitation,

violence and abuse;
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(c) To consider ratifying the Convention on the Rggbt Persons with Disabilities and

its Optional Protocol as a matter of priority;
Migrant children

26. Callsupon all States to ensure, for migrant children, th@yment of all human
rights and access to health care, social servit@education of good quality, and that migrant
children, and especially those who are unaccomgaard those who are victims of violence and
exploitation, receive special protection and aasist, in accordance with their obligations, as
reflected in articles 9 and 10 of the ConventiortfenRights of the Child;

Children working and/or living on the street

27. Callsupon all States to prevent violations of the rightshildren working and/or
living on the street, including discrimination, drary detention and extrajudicial, arbitrary and
summary execution, torture, all kinds of violenoel &xploitation, and to bring the perpetrators
to justice, to adopt and implement policies for pihetection, social and psychosocial
rehabilitation and reintegration of these childramg to adopt economic, social and educational

strategies to address the problems of children iwgrand/or living on the street;
Refugee and internally displaced children

28. Callsupon all States to protect refugee, asylum-seekingi@ednally displaced
children, in particular those who are unaccompamndt are particularly exposed to risks in
connection with armed conflict and post-confli¢tiations, such as recruitment, sexual violence
and exploitation, to pay particular attention tognammes for voluntary repatriation and,
wherever possible, local integration and resettlgite give priority to family tracing and
reunification and, where appropriate, to coopevatk international humanitarian and refugee

organizations;
Children alleged to have or recognized as having finnged penal law

29. Callsupon all States, in particular those States in whiehdbath penalty has not
been abolished:
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(@ To abolish by law, as soon as possible, the deatlalty and life imprisonment
without possibility of release for those under #ige of 18 years at the time of the commission of

the offence;

(b) To comply with their obligations as assumed urrdivant provisions of
international human rights instruments, including Convention on the Rights of the Child and

the International Covenant on Civil and PoliticadRs:*

() To keep in mind the safeguards guaranteeing gtioteof the rights of those facing
the death penalty and the guarantees set outolutEsms 1984/50 of 25 May 1984 and 1989/64
of 24 May 1989 adopted by the Economic and SoamirCil;

30. Also callsupon all States to protect children deprived of thésefty from torture and
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or ghunent and to ensure that, if they are
arrested, detained or imprisoned, children areigealwith adequate legal assistance and that
they shall have the right to maintain contact wiitéir family through correspondence and visits,
save in exceptional circumstances, and that nd amitletention is sentenced or subject to forced
labour or corporal punishment, or deprived of as¢esand provision of health-care services,

hygiene and environmental sanitation, educatiosichiastruction and vocational training;
Children of persons alleged to have or recognizedsdaving infringed penal law

31. Callsupon all States to give attention to the impact of ptakdetention and

imprisonment on children and, in particular:

(@ To give priority to non-custodial measures, wikentencing or deciding on pretrial
measures for a child’s sole or primary carer, sutli@the need to protect the public and the
child;

(b) To identify and promote good practices in relatio the needs and physical,
emotional, social and psychological developmeriaifies and children affected by parental

detention and imprisonment;

14 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI),@nn
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Child labour

32. Callsupon all States to translate into concrete action tb@mmitment to the
progressive and effective elimination of child labthat is likely to be hazardous or to interfere
with the child’s education or to be harmful to ttield’s health or physical, mental, spiritual,
moral or social development, to eliminate immedyatiee worst forms of child labour, to
promote education as a key strategy in this regactijding the creation of vocational training
and apprenticeship programmes and the integrafismiking children into the formal
education system, and to examine and devise ecarohcies, where necessary, in cooperation
with the international community, that addressdestontributing to these forms of child

labour;

33. Urgesall States that have not yet signed and ratifregicaeded to the Convention
concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employmet®,73 (No. 138) and the Convention
concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Actiontfee Elimination of the Worst Forms of
Child Labour, 1999 (No. 182) of the Internationablour Organization to consider doing so;

IV. PREVENTION AND ERADICATION OF THE SALE OF CHILBREN,
CHILD PROSTITUTION AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

34. Callsupon all States:

(@ To take all necessary measures to eliminate,icalize and penalize effectively all
forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse dfidn, including within the family or for
commercial purposes, child pornography and chitgtiution, child trafficking, child sex
tourism, the sale of children and their organs, thieduse of the Internet for these purposes, and

to take effective measures against the criminatinatf children who are victims of exploitation;

(b) To take effective measures to ensure prosecofioffenders, including through

international assistance in connection with ingggtons or criminal or extradition proceedings;

(©) Toincrease cooperation at all levels to prewsrt dismantle networks trafficking in

children;
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(d) To become parties to the Protocol to Preventpf&gs and Punish Trafficking in
Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplemgtiie United Nations Convention against

Transnational Organized Cring;

(¢) To address effectively the needs of victims afficking, of sale of children, of child
prostitution and child pornography, including thesfety and protection, physical and
psychological recovery and full reintegration itibeir family and society and bearing in mind

the best interest of the child;

(H To combat the existence of a market that encasragch criminal practices against
children and factors leading to these practicesduding through the adoption and effective
application of preventive and enforcement measiarg®ting customers or individuals who

sexually exploit or sexually abuse children, aslaglensuring public awareness of the problem;

(g) To take the necessary measures to eliminateatbeo§children, child prostitution

and child pornography by adopting a holistic apphoand addressing all contributing factors;

35. Welcomes the comprehensive guidelines and recommendatmmsiced in the
report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale déicdm, child prostitution and child pornography
to the Council in 2008 for the establishment and management of rehatmlitand assistance
programmes for children who are victims of sexwahmercial exploitation and trafficking and
strongly encourages States to take them into a¢caownder to provide the child victims with
assistance, protection and a successful rehatuiitat their families and society, taking into

consideration the importance of separate prograntnasttend to their special needs;

V. PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AFFECTED BY ARMED CONFCIT

36. Srongly condemns any recruitment and use of children in armed actsficontrary

to international law, and urges all parties to atroenflict to end such practice, and all other

15 United NationsTreaty Series, vol. 2237, No. 39574.

16 A/HRC/7/8.
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violations and abuses committed against childreiuding killing or maiming, rape or other
sexual violence, abduction, denial of humanitadecess, attacks against schools and hospitals

and the forced displacement of children and ttaeilies;

37. Reaffirmsthe essential role of the General Assembly, ttanBmic and Social
Council and the Human Rights Council for the praorotind protection of the rights and
welfare of children, including children affected &gmed conflict, and takes note of
Security Council resolutions on children and arroexflict, in particular resolution 1612 (2005)
of 26 July 2005, and of the undertaking by the @dun give special attention to the protection,
welfare and rights of children in armed conflictevhtaking action aimed at maintaining peace
and security, including provisions for the protentof children in the mandates of peacekeeping

operations, as well as the inclusion of child prttn advisers in those operations;

38. Noteswith appreciation the steps taken regarding Security Council
resolution 1612 (2005) of 26 July 2005 and theré&dfof the Secretary-General to implement the
monitoring and reporting mechanism, including itlexciing and providing timely, objective,
accurate and reliable information on children armdeal conflict in accordance with that
resolution, with the participation of and in coagtgsn with national Governments and relevant
United Nations and civil society actors, includeighe country level, as well as the work carried
out by United Nations child protection adviserpaacekeeping operations;

39. Takes note of the updating of the Cape Town Principles ordcboldierd” that led to
the Paris Principles and Guidelines on Childreno&sged with Armed Forces or Armed
Groups'® encourages Member States to consider using thaedes to inform their work in
protecting children from the effects of armed cmtdl and requests the relevant entities of the
United Nations system, within their mandates, awites civil society, to assist Member States
in this field;

17 See E/CN.4/1998/NGO/2.

18 Available from www.unicef.org.



A/HRC/7/L.34
page 17
40. Takes note of part two of the report of the Special Repreatve: of the

Secretary-General for Children and Armed Confliton the strategic review of the 1996 study
by Graca Machel entitled “Impact of armed confbotchildren”?® and of the significant
developments and achievements in the protecti@hi@dren in armed conflict at the national
and international levels, and calls upon MembeteStand observers, and invites relevant
entities of the United Nations system as well &8 society, as appropriate, to study carefully its
recommendations, recognizing the need for discossiothe issues raised therein, and stresses

the need for the views of Member States to be taken into account in this regard,;

41. Callsupon all States to pay special attention to the praiactvelfare and rights of

girls affected by armed conflict;
42. Callsupon States:

(@ When ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Contien on the Rights of the Child on
the involvement of children in armed conflict, tage the minimum age for voluntary
recruitment of persons into their national armedds from that set out in article 38,
paragraph 3, of the Convention, bearing in mind tmaler the Convention persons under
18 years of age are entitled to special protectod,to adopt safeguards to ensure that such

recruitment is not forced or coerced;

(b) To take effective measures to prevent the reoent and use of children by armed
groups, as distinct from the armed forces of aeStatluding the adoption of legal measures
necessary to prohibit and criminalize such practoel the adoption of measures to prevent

re-recruitment, in particular education;

(© To take all feasible measures, in particular ational measures, to ensure the
demobilization and effective disarmament of chitdused in armed conflicts and to implement
effective measures for their rehabilitation, phgsend psychological recovery and reintegration

into society, taking into account the rights anel $pecific needs of the girl child;

19 Al62/228.

20 A/51/306 and Add.1.
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(d) To take effective preventive measures againsiaesxploitation and abuse by their

military and civilian peacekeepers and hold theradoount;
43. Callsupon:

(@ All States and other parties to armed confliatespect fully international
humanitarian law and, in this regard, calls upatest parties to respect fully the provisions of
the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1848nd the Additional Protocols thereto of
8 June 1977

(b) Armed groups that are distinct from the armeddsrof a State not, under any

circumstances, to recruit or use in hostilitiesspas under the age of 18 years;

(¢ All States and relevant United Nations bodies agencies and regional
organizations to integrate the rights of the chiltd all activities in conflict and post-conflict
situations, to ensure adequate child protectianitrg of their staff and personnel, including
through the drafting and dissemination of codesomiduct addressing the issue of sexual
exploitation and abuse of children, to ensure 8tates take effective preventive measures
against sexual exploitation and abuse by theitanyliand civilian peacekeepers and hold them
to account, and to facilitate the participatiorcbiidren in the development of strategies in this
regard, making sure that there are opportunitiestiddren’s voices to be heard and given due
weight in accordance with the age and maturitynefchild;

(d) All States and relevant United Nations bodiesdotinue to support national and
international mine action efforts, including thrduighancial contributions, assistance to victims
and social and economic reintegration, mine awaepeogrammes, mine clearance and

child-centred rehabilitation;
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VI. FOLLOW-UP

44. Decides:

(@ Torequest the Secretary-General to ensure thesmon of appropriate staff and
facilities from the United Nations regular budget the effective and expeditious performance
of the functions of the Committee on the Rightshaf Child, special rapporteurs and special
representatives of the United Nations system inrtipgementation of their mandates and, where

appropriate, to invite States to continue to maiemary contributions;

(b) To request the Secretary-General to submit t&Ciencil at its tenth session a report
on the rights of the child, with information on tsiatus of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child;

() Torequest the Special Rapporteur on the sathitifren, child prostitution and child

pornography to submit a report to the Council agdicwy to its programme of work;

(d) To remain seized of the issue and to continuedmsideration of the rights of the
child in accordance with its programme of work amd@onsider an omnibus resolution on the
rights of the child every four years, and to foonsa theme of the rights of the child on an

annual basis in the intervening period.



